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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
084-06-001 



International application No. 
PCT/US 06/33033 



Dale of mailing 
(day month year) 



2 8 SEP 2007 



FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 



International filing dale 

(day month year) 24 August 2006 (24.08.2006) 



Applicant s|BB | TTi Wi , mer L Jr . 



□ 
□ 



The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report and the written opinion of Hie International Searching 
Authority have been established and are transmitted herewith. 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (sec Rule 46): 
When? The time limit for tiling such amendments is normally two months from the dale uf transmittal of the 

international search report. 
Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO. 34 chemin des Colombettes 

121 1 Geneva 20. Switzerland, facsimile No.: ♦41 22 740 14 35 
For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 
Article 1 7(2)(a) to that effect and the written opinion of the International Searching Aulhorily are transmitted herewith. 

With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fce(s) under Rule 40.2. the applicant is notified that: 

| | t| ie protest together with Hie decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau logcthcr with the 
applicant's request to forward the texts ofboth the protest and the decision thereon to Ihc designated Offices. 

| | no decision has been made ycl on the protest: the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 



Reminders 

Shortly after the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the 
International Bureau. If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a nonce of withdrawal of the international 
application, or of the priority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in Rules 90bis. I and 906».3. respectively, 
before the completion of the technical preparations for international publication. 

The applicant may submil comments on an informal basis on the written opinion of the International Searching Authority lo the 
International Bureau. The International Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated Offices unless an 
international preliminary examination report has been or is to be established. These comments would also be made available lo 
the public but not before the expiration of 30 months from the priority dale 

Within 19 months from the priority dale, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for international preliminary 
examination must be filed if the applicant wishes to postpone die entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority 
dale (in some Offices even later): otherwise, the applicant must, within 20 months from the priority dale, perform the prescribed 
acts for entry into the national phase before those designated Offices 

In respect of other designated Offices, the lime limit of 30 months (or later) will apply even if no demand is filed within 19 
months. 

See the Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 and. for details about the applicable lime limits. Office by Office, see the PCT Applicant 's 
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Lee W. Young 


Commissioner for Patents 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
084-06-001 


pnu l'iirtmfr see Form PCT/1SA/220 

ACTION as we " as ' where a PP ,icable - item 5 helow 


International application No. 
PCT/US 06/33033 


Inlernalional filing dale (day. month year) 
24 August 2006 (24.08.2006) 


(harliesl) Priority Dale {day momhyeurj 
25 August 2005 (25.08.2005) 


Applicant 

S IBB ITT, Wilmer L. Jr. 



I Ills nuci liatlunai 3i.uii.ii ivpvn | 1 -.. 

according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 



This international search report consists of a total of 



*2--" sheets. 



[ | n is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1. Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language the international search was carried out on the basis of: 

fX| the international application in the language in which it was filed. 

Q a translation of the inlernalional application into which is the language of 

a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)). 

b. [U This international search report has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake 

authorized by or notified to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43.66;i(a)). 

c. O With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I. 

2. CI Certain claims were found unsearchable (see Box No. II). 

3. [U Unity of invention is lacking (see Box No. III). 

4. With regard to the title. 

|Xl (he text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I | th c text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

|Xl the text is approved as submitted by thc applicant. 

| | lhe text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b). by this Authority as it appears in Box No. IV. The applicant 
may. within one month from thc date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. With regard to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 1 

[X] as suggested by the applicant. 

I | a s selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention 

b. LJ none of the figures is to be published with the abstract. 



Form PCr/ISA/210 (first sheet) (April 2007) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US 06/33033 



CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
IPC:A61B 17/04 (2007.01) 

USPC: 606/150 -. ,or 

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classificat.on and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
USPC: 606/150 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in ihr field- tinned 
USPC: All classes (text search-see terms belowi 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
PubWEST (PGPB, USPT. EPAB. JPAB), DialogPRO (Engineering, Patent), Google Scholar 

Terms: Tissue contraction, closure, tine, umbrella, strut, member, element, elongated diamond, shape, barb, string, filament, wire, hook 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



US 2005/0075665 A1 (BRENZEL et al.) 07 April 2005 (07.04.2005) para [0122). [0123], 
[0127]-(0129], [0143]-[0147], [0155], [0192], (0239); Fig 2-6, 11-17. 42, 52, 54-56, 83, 85. 

US 3,874,388 A (KING et al.) 01 April 1975 (01.04.1975) col 6. In 14-60; col 9, In 30-43; Fig 1c. 
US 2005/0086851 A1 (FIEHLER et al.) 21 April 2005 (21.04.2005) para [0009), [0024). 
US 2004/016751 1 A1 (BUEHLMANN et al.) 26 August 2004 (26.08.2004) para [0D70). 
US 6,428,472 B1 (HAAS) 06 August 2002 (06 08.2002) col 3. In 49-57. 



1-3, 19-21,23,25 

4- 18. 22. 24 
13, 14, 16, 18 

5- 12, 15, 17, 22. 24 
4. 5, 7.B 

15 



| | Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. [ j 



* Special categories of ciled documents 

■A" document defining the general stale of the an which is noi considered 

to be of particular relevance 
"E" earlier application or patent but published on or alter the international 

tiling dale 

"L" document which mav throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 
special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other 
means 

• P" document published prior to the international filing dale but later than 

the priority date claimed 



T' later document published after Ihe international tiling date or priority 
dale and not in conflict with the application but ciled to understand 
the principle or theory underlying the invention 

'X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step when the document is taken alone 

"Y" document of particular relevance: the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination 
being obvious to a person skilled in the art 

'&" document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
26 July 2007 (26.07.2007) 



Name and mailing address nf the ISA I S 
Mail Stop PCT, Attn: ISA/US. Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Facsimile No. 571-273-3201 



Date of mailing of the international search report 



28 SEP 2907 



\utnon/cd ,'ll'ii.Yi 



PCT Helpdesk: 571-272-4300 
PCT OSP- 571-272-7774 



Lee W. Young 



